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front of the throne, the bride approaches the emperor, and
with a curtsy invites his majesty to take part in the dance,
and is conducted around the room by him, the bridegroom
going through the same formality with the empress. As soon
as these first three rounds are concluded, the twelve min-
isters hand over their wax torches to twelve pages of honor,
each lad being of noble birth, and the bridegroom then
similarly invites the remaining princesses of the blood, two
at a time, leading one with each hand, while the bride goes
through the same procedure with two princes of the blood,
until the total list of royal personages has been exhausted.
When the number of royal guests is very large this dance
sometimes lasts nearly two hours.
On ordinary cases, of course, the torches are dispensed
with, and the polonaise only continues long enough to
enable the emperor and empress to march once round the
hall with those guests whom they wish particularly to
honor. On such occasions they are preceded by the court
marshal bearing the wand of grand marshal, by several
masters of the ceremonies, and by picturesquely attired
pages of honor.
Court ceremonies have been few and far between during
the last ten or twelve years at Vienna, owing to the circum-
stance that the imperial family have been almost uninter-
ruptedly in mourning, consequent upon the successive
deaths of Crown Prince Rudolph, Archduke Charles-Louis
and Empress Elizabeth, in addition to a. number of less im-
portant members of the imperial family. The ceremonial
is very different from that which prevails at Berlin, and it
must be confessed that the guests are more select, since the
Court of Vienna is infinitely more exclusive than that of
Berlin, and requires much more stringent genealogical
qualifications on the part of women admitted to the honor

